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BACKGROUNDER
COMPANY

Spring Is In the Air at Thanksgiving Point
New life, bright colors, and fun in the sun signifies the beginning of spring cel-
ebrations at Thanksgiving Point. Most notably, the spring season sparks the 
month-long Tulip Festival, Thanksgiving Point’s most popular event, welcoming 
over 140,000 guests each year. Across Thanksgiving Point’s two campuses, 
spring activities and programs will delight guests of all ages and provide them 
with opportunities to enjoy the natural world.

Mission
The mission of Thanksgiving Point is to bring to life the joy of learning and won-
ders of the natural world through world-class experiences that engage, delight, 
and inspire. 

Spring Events
• Tulip Festival

The Tulip Festival is spring’s most anticipated event, with guests from 
around the country visiting the 300,000+ tulips at the Ashton Gardens. 
As one of the only tulip festivals in the region, this event serves as both a 
local tradition and a tourism destination. 

• Lamb & Wool Festival
Sheep are the stars of the show at this Farm Country celebration, where 
guests watch the traditional spring sheep-shearing process and try tradi-
tional wool-spinning and fiber art activities.

• Easter at Thanksgiving Point
Enjoy a delicious breakfast buffet with the Easter Bunny at the Show Barn 
for the Easter Bunny Breakfast, and/or join a giant Easter egg hunt and 
festival with the Easter Eggstreme at Electric Park.

• Baby Animal Birthday Party
Celebrate new animal life with a slice of cake, an animal naming contest, 
and more at this birthday party extravaganza.

• American Heritage School’s Lyceum Philharmonic Performance ft. GENTRI
A spring finale at the Waterfall Amphitheatre will include performances by 
the award-winning youth orchestra Lyceum Philharmonic and men’s cine-
matic pop group GENTRI.
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Awards & Achievements (2019-2021)

2021
• Best of State: Entertainment Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
• Best of State: Fine Dining – American Traditional (Harvest Restaurant)

2020
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity) 

2019
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
• Best of State: Fine Dining – New American (Harvest Restaurant)

2021 Spring Media Coverage
• ME TV: Utah Explored: Ashton Gardens

• ABC 4: “The pain terrifies us, but the love heals us.”Sculptor Angela Johnson 
on Jessop’s Journal

• Lehi Pointe: Thanksgiving Point announces new CEO

• Salt Lake Magazine: Where to Get Mother’s Day Brunch in Utah

• Only in Your State: Fields Of Tulips, A Butterfly Biosphere, And Baby Farm 
Animals Await At Utah’s Thanksgiving Point This Spring

• Jackson Hole News and Guide: Trip to the tulips and the big city

• ABC 4: The Ashton Gardens host the Tulip Festival during a month-long event

• ABC 4: Life in Color: 9-year-old with color blindness sees color for first time

• Good Things Utah ABC 4: The Tulip Festival opens for it’s sixteenth year!

• Fresh Living KUTV 2: Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival

• ABC 4:Thanksgiving Point’s Annual Tulip Festival Returns

• KSL TV: Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival Returns

• Fox 13: Big Budah goes to Thanksgiving Point for return of Tulip Festival

• Explore Utah Valley: The Epic Utah Valley Spring Bucket List!

• Utah Policy: Thanksgiving Point’s annual Tulip Festival returns

• KSL TV: Utahns Enjoy Easter Sunday Outside With Friends, Family

• Gephardt Daily: Tulip Festival returns to Thanksgiving Point in April

• ABC4: Springtime Activities with Utah Fun Guide

https://metv.com/shows/utah-explored
https://www.abc4.com/news/journal-2/what-touches-your-soul-sculptor-angela-johnson-talks-about-her-jesus-christ-based-project/
https://www.abc4.com/news/journal-2/what-touches-your-soul-sculptor-angela-johnson-talks-about-her-jesus-christ-based-project/
https://www.lehifreepress.com/2021/05/06/thanksgiving-point-announces-new-ceo/
https://www.saltlakemagazine.com/mothers-day-brunch-utah/
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/utah/thanksgiving-point-spring-ut/
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/utah/thanksgiving-point-spring-ut/
https://www.jhnewsandguide.com/opinion/columnists/jh_senior_doreen_tome/trip-to-the-tulips-and-the-big-city/article_fa54c444-cc22-5850-a2e0-d14e908e3a5a.html
https://www.abc4.com/sponsored/4pm-sponsored/the-ashton-gardens-host-the-tulip-festival-during-a-month-long-event/
https://www.abc4.com/news/local-news/life-in-color-9-year-old-with-color-blindness-sees-color-for-first-time/
https://www.abc4.com/gtu/the-tulip-festival-opens-for-its-sixteenth-year/
https://kutv.com/features/fresh-living/thanksgiving-point-tulip-festival-04-09-2021
https://www.abc4.com/sponsored/midday-sponsored/thanksgiving-points-annual-tulip-festival-returns/
https://ksltv.com/459540/thanksgiving-point-tulip-festival-returns/
https://www.fox13now.com/homepage-showcase/big-budah-goes-to-thanksgiving-point-for-return-of-tulip-festival
https://www.utahvalley.com/blog/post/springtime-activities-in-utah-valley/
https://utahpolicy.com/index.php/features/featured-articles/26848-thanksgiving-point-s-annual-tulip-festival-returns
https://ksltv.com/459145/utahns-enjoy-easter-sunday-outside-with-friends-family/
https://gephardtdaily.com/local/tulip-festival-returns-to-thanksgiving-point-in-april/
https://www.abc4.com/gtu/springtime-activities-with-utah-fun-guide/
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Annual Tulip Festival Blooms at Thanksgiving Point
Utah’s only Tulip Festival likely to host over 140,000 visitors

LEHI, Utah – The annual Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival, presented by the Utah Community 
Credit Union (UCCU), returns to the Ashton Gardens this year from April 8 to May 7. As the only 
Tulip Festival in the region, nearly 300,000 tulips imported directly from the Netherlands create 
the display for one of the best tulip festivals in America.

In addition to the budding bulbs, the festival will include a number of fun activities, like weekend 
musical performances, an expanded Tulip Tot Playland with a new windmill play structure, and free 
guided garden walks. New this year, Thanksgiving Point is offering add-on experiences, including 
clear-top cabana rentals and curated picnic baskets. 2022 also features notable artist-in-residence 
Sarah Richards Samuelson who will create plein air paintings, live digital art, and will host public 
art workshops. Guests must reserve all tickets in advance by visiting thanksgivingpoint.org.

The Tulip Festival hosts more than 140,000 guests each year. The display expands over the 
50-acre Ashton Gardens and features the “Thanksgiving Point Tulip,” or the “Tulipa Thanksgiving 
Point.” This highly fragrant, lily-flowering tulip is a bright sunny yellow and was registered on 
the International Register of Tulip Names in 2020. It is a one-of-a-kind tulip only on display at the 
Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival.

This year, the Tulip Festival offers:

• Tulip Festival Picnic Baskets, perfect for a romantic day in the gardens. Enjoy a char-
cuterie spread and sparkling drinks for two on a commemorative picnic blanket. Each Picnic 
Basket is $70.

• VIP Clear-Top Cabana Rentals will be available for rent for a maximum of eight guests 
each on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays during the festival. Each rental includes 90-min-
utes in the clear-top cabana, a charcuterie box for 8, and flavored sparkling drinks for 8. 
Each rental is $300.

• Complimentary Guided Garden Walks will be available for those who purchase admis-
sion to the Tulip Festival on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the time-ticketed admission at 11 
am. The guided garden walks are led by Ashton Garden docents and are about an hour and a 
half in length.

• Ultimate Spring Flower Tours are available on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 
at 9:30 am. This tour is a more in-depth version of the complimentary tour and includes a 
tulip bulb dissection. The Ultimate Spring Flower Tour is $65/person and includes admis-
sion to the Tulip Festival, VIP Parking, the VIP tour, one beverage voucher, one gift shop 
voucher, and one voucher for a half-dozen tulip bulbs (redeemable Fall 2022) or a bouquet 
of Fresh Cut Tulips.

• Electric Golf Cart Tours are available on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. For $500, 
the Electric Golf Cart Tour includes Tulip Festival admission for five guests, VIP parking, 
chauffeured golf cart access to the Tulip Festival, a docent-led tour through the gardens, an 
11 am reservation to the Trellis Café for 5 guests, and a $75 credit to the Trellis Café.

• Spring Staycation Package is a hotel and admission package. The $155 package includes 
a one-night standard hotel room stay at the Lehi Home2 Suites, two “Flexible Tulip” tickets 
(untimed entry to the Tulip Festival and VIP parking), and one Gift Shop voucher.

• Tulip Festival 5k will be held on Saturday, April 30. This 5k runs right through the gardens 
at the peak of the tulip blooming season. 

• Live performances on Fridays and Saturdays between 11 am and 3 pm. The performanc-
es will be located at the Waterfall Amphitheatre, feature local artists, and are included with 
Peak admission.

http://thanksgivingpoint.org
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• Live art by artist-in-residence Sarah Richards Samuelson, also known as the “Tulip 
Painter.” She will have a tent and will be creating live throughout the festival. Samuelson is 
also designing the Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival commemorative poster, which will be 
on sale in the Ashton Gardens Gift Shop. 

• The Art of Spring is the official art programming for the month-long festival. Classes, pro-
grams, and interactive garden tours led by local artists will occur throughout the festival, 
some of which are included with admission. 

• Tulip Festival Photo Contest allows guests a chance to win a Thanksgiving Point Family 
Membership. Photos can be submitted using the hashtag #TulipPhotoContest and tagging 
Thanksgiving Point (@thankspoint) on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. Each Friday 
during the festival (starting April 15), Thanksgiving Point judges will select a Photo of the 
Week. The Photo of the Week will be featured on Thanksgiving Point’s Instagram page and 
on the Thanksgiving Point marquee for the duration of the week. Each chosen photo will 
also win a Thanksgiving Point Family Membership.

• Children’s activities in the Tulip Tot Playland will be available on Fridays and Saturdays. 
These lawn games are included with Peak festival admission.

• Cut tulips at the Learning Garden, which allow guests to purchase small bouquets directly 
from our gardens. One bunch (5 stems) is $10 and only available while supplies last.

• Take-Home Grow Kits are also available at the Learning Garden for $15 each. Each kit 
includes a pot, soil, flower seeds, grass seeds, and a booklet to track plant growth and learn 
about the scientific process. 

• Daily concessions from Thanksgiving Point catering and additional food trucks and vendors 
on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Tulip Festival will be open in the Ashton Gardens from April 8 to May 7, 9 am to 8 pm, Monday 
through Saturday. The Ashton Gardens are located at 3900 N. Garden Drive in Lehi, Utah. 

The Tulip Festival is a time-ticketed event and guests are encouraged to purchase their tickets in 
advance. Off-peak days (Monday-Thursday) are $24 for adults, $17 for children (ages 3-12), $19 for 
youth (ages 13-24), and $21 for seniors (65+). Thanksgiving Point Members receive free admission 
on off-peak days. 

Peak days (Fridays and Saturdays) are $29 for adults, $22 for children, $24 for youth, and $26 for 
seniors. Members receive a significant discount and can purchase peak tickets for $12 per person.

The Thanksgiving Point Tulip Festival is made possible through support from Utah Community 
Credit Union (UCCU). Thanksgiving Point achieves its mission with help from generous corpora-
tions, foundations, individuals, and government agencies. 

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482

http://thanksgivingpoint.org
mailto:aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org 
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Springtime at Farm Country
Thanksgiving Point’s Farm Country sheds the winter and celebrates new life

LEHI, Utah – Farm Country, the historic working farm on Thanksgiving Point’s campus, cele-
brates spring with two signature events. The Lamb & Wool Festival will be held on April 9 and the 
Baby Animal Birthday Party is on May 13 and 14.

The Lamb & Wool Festival features activities surrounding the amazing fiber of wool. The produc-
tion of wool is the oldest trade commodity known to man and has been used as clothing, carpeting, 
yarn, and more for over 10,000 years.  During this four-hour festival, a local professional sheep 
shearer will illustrate how to shear the winter wool from sheep, how the process has changed over 
time, and why shearing is healthy and safe. Other activities include, but are not limited to:

• Needle felting

• Spinning demonstrations

• “Grow and Tell” wool science and fun facts

• Weaving

Springtime also brings about new life at the farm. Thanksgiving Point celebrates the many baby 
animals with the Baby Animal Birthday Party, one of the most popular events at Farm Country. 
Visit with dozens of baby animals, including goats, piglets, bunnies, chicks, and calves, plus join 
in on additional fun activities, including (but not limited to):

• Melody Makers

• Tales for Tots

• Farm games

• Birthday cake

Both events will be held at Farm Country, located at 3003 N. Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. 
Both events are also included with admission to Farm Country. The Lamb & Wool Festival will 
begin at 10 am on April 9 and will conclude at 2 pm. The Baby Animal Birthday will be celebrated 
on May 13 from 4 pm to 8 pm and on May 14 from 10 am to 2 pm. Online reservations are required 
for both events.

For more information, please visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482

http://thanksgivingpoint.org
http://thanksgivingpoint.org
mailto:aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org 
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Enjoy Easter Celebrations at Thanksgiving Point 
Hop into family-favorite activities and events with Thanksgiving Point Easter traditions

LEHI, Utah – Join in on Easter family traditions at Thanksgiving Point, including Easter Eggstreme 
and Easter Bunny Breakfast on Saturday, April 16. These fun-filled events include egg hunts, meet-
ing the Easter Bunny, games for all ages, and more. 

Easter Eggstreme is on Saturday, April 16 from 10 am to 2 pm in Electric Park. The main activity 
of the day is the egg-hunts for kids under 12. Separated into three groups (ages 0-4, 5-8, and 9-12), 
over 50,000 eggs filled with candy and goodies will be placed in Electric Park for kids to pick up 
and place in their baskets. Easter Eggstreme also includes: 

• The Grain Train and the Cow Train: A ride around Electric Park and Farm Country in 
small carts, pulled by a tractor 

• Cornhole boards for families to play the guest-favorite lawn game 

• Spring-themed face painting for kids and adults alike 

• Inflatable slides for kids to jump and play on 

Also at Thanksgiving Point, the Easter Bunny Breakfast is a perfect place to gather as a family. 
Enjoy a delicious breakfast buffet on Saturday, April 16 at 9 am in the Show Barn. Also included in 
the Easter Bunny Breakfast is a bunny petting zoo, complimentary pictures with the Easter Bunny, 
and an Easter Egg Hunt as you exit the Show Barn. 

Event pricing and additional information are available at thanksgivingpoint.org. 

### 

About Thanksgiving Point 
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org. 

Media Contact 
Abby Allard, Communications Manager 
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org 
801.768.7482

http://thanksgivingpoint.org
http://thanksgivingpoint.org
mailto:aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org  
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The Lyceum Philharmonic and GENTRI
to Perform at Ashton Gardens

Thanksgiving Point welcomes the famed recording artists
to the Waterfall Amphitheatre

LEHI, Utah – Thanksgiving Point is delighted to welcome the American Heritage School’s Lyceum 
Philharmonic and GENTRI for a concert on Saturday, May 21 at 7:30 pm. This outdoor concert 
will be held at the Waterfall Amphitheatre, located inside the Ashton Gardens.

The American Heritage School’s Lyceum Philharmonic has performed at Thanksgiving Point annu-
ally for 11 years and typically closes out the tulip season. This will be the first time that recording 
artists GENTRI will be performing alongside the Philharmonic at the Waterfall Amphitheatre, and 
the first time the event will be held after the close of the Tulip Festival.

The Lyceum Philharmonic is a youth ensemble comprised of students from more than 30 schools 
across Utah. Awarded “Best Orchestra” by the Best of State Utah each year since 2008, these 
accomplished young musicians just released their fifth commercial album. The philharmonic meets 
and practices at the American Heritage School in American Fork, Utah.

GENTRI, short for “The Gentlemen Trio,” is comprised of three dynamic tenors: Brad Robins, 
Casey Elliot, and Bradley Quinn Lever. Pioneering a signature sound they call “Cinematic Pop,” 
the music of GENTRI is transfused with lush, epic orchestrations and rich, dynamic three-part 
harmonies all composed by the group’s producer Stephen Nelson. They are the perfect complement 
to the award-winning Lyceum Philharmonic.

This year’s performance will feature music selections from The Greatest Showman, West Side 
Story, The Beatles, and hits from both GENTRI and the Lyceum Philharmonic’s recent albums.

This performance will take place on Saturday, May 21. Doors to the concert will open at 6 pm and 
the performance will begin promptly at 7:30 pm. The Ashton Gardens are located at 3900 N Garden 
Drive in Lehi, Utah. The Waterfall Amphitheatre is located within the gardens, at the base of the 
largest man-made waterfall in America, creating a breathtaking backdrop during the performances.

VIP Parking is limited but available for $12 per vehicle. General admission is $25 per person and 
Reserved Seating is available for $45 per person (with Thanksgiving Point members receiving a 
10% discount).

For more information and to reserve tickets to this event, please visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482

https://lyceumphilharmonic.com/
https://gentrimusic.com/
http://thanksgivingpoint.org
http://thanksgivingpoint.org
mailto:aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org 
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THANKSGIVING POINT
ABOUT

Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit garden, museum, and farm 
complex founded as a gathering place and gift to the community.

• Thanksgiving Point’s mission is to bring to life the joy of learning and 
wonders of the natural world through world-class experiences that 
engage, delight, and inspire. 

• Serves over 3 million guests annually at its venues and through a mix of 
programs, including signature experiences, educational offerings, catered 
events, dining, and entertainment.

• Founded by Alan and Karen Ashton in 1995 and named “Thanksgiving 
Point” to express their gratitude to the community. 

• Located in Lehi, Utah, in the heart of Silicon Slopes, equidistant between 
Provo and Salt Lake City.

• Home to five major cultural venues:
 o Ashton Gardens: Featuring 50-acres of stately gardens, grand lawns, 

and the largest manmade waterfall in America, the Ashton Gardens 
connects all who visit with the wonders of nature

 o Museum of Ancient Life: Discover life from over 65 million years ago 
in the Museum of Ancient Life, housing one of the largest collections 
of mounted dinosaurs in the world

 o Butterfly Biosphere: Learn from and interact with thousands of live 
butterflies and insects from around the world in this insectarium and 
conservatory

 o Farm Country: Milk a cow, ride a pony, and meet dozens of other farm 
animals at Farm Country, a real working farm in the heart of Utah’s 
metropolitan area

 o Museum of Natural Curiosity: Over 400 interactive, family-friendly, 
and fun exhibits engage audiences of all ages in explorative play

• Hosts hundreds of entertainment and educational offerings each year, 
covering a variety of disciplines

• Partnered with Museums for All, providing reduced admission to guests 
who present their state-issued SNAP EBT card with a valid photo ID. 
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Recent Accolades
• 2021 Best of State:

 o Entertainment Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Fairs, Festivals & Events: Tulip Festival
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity
 o American Traditional Fine Dining: Harvest Restaurant

• 2020 Best of State: 
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Fairs, Festivals & Events: Tulip Festival
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity

• 2019 Best of State:
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity
 o New American Fine Dining: Harvest Restaurant

• 2013-2021 Trip Advisor: Certificate of Excellence
• 2015 Guinness Book of World Records: “Largest balloon sculpture by an 

individual” in celebration of the 20th anniversary

Venues
• Ashton Gardens

• Museum of Ancient Life

• Butterfly Biosphere

• Farm Country

• Museum of Natural Curiosity

• Waterfall Amphitheatre

• Show Barn

• Electric Park

• Tower Deli

• Harvest Restaurant

• Trellis Café

• Water Tower Plaza

Photos (from left to right):
Outdoor dining at Harvest Restaurant, Wind Tunnel at Museum of Natural Curiosity, Trellis Café
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Offerings
• Early Childhood Education

• Youth Learning Programs

• School Programs

• Family Learning Programs

• Adult Learning Programs

• Outreach Programs
 o Curiosity in the Classroom
 o ECO Challenge
 o Tulips Journey North

Signature Experiences
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service

• Valentine Dinner Dance

• Tulip Festival

• Easter Eggstreme

• Baby Animal Birthday Party

• Dinosaur Island

• Fairy Tale Festival

• Utah Symphony at the Waterfall

• Outdoor Movie Series

• Timpanogos Storytelling Festival

• Garden of Quilts

• Scarecrow Festival

• Dia de Los Muertos

• Luminaria

• Breakfast with Santa

Photos (from left to right):
Lamb & Wool Festival, Easter Eggstreme, Tulip 5k

Above: Baby & Me at Butterfly Biosphere
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GARDENS
ASHTON

Featuring 50-acres of stately gardens, grand lawns, and the largest manmade 
waterfall in America, the Ashton Gardens connects all who visit with the won-
ders of the natural world.

• The Gardens had a groundbreaking in 1995 and limited opening in 2000.

• Thanksgiving Point founders Alan and Karen Ashton created the garden as 
a refuge from everyday life – a unique destination that would showcase the 
beauty and majesty of nature and as a literal expression of their gratitude.

• The Garden season begins the last Saturday in March and ends the last 
Saturday in October.

• The Ashton Gardens includes 50 acres of manicured, stately gardens.

• The Gardens are organized like rooms, with trees, shrubs, and grasses 
serving as living barriers between the 17 themed spaces.

• The Gardens are maintained by nearly 50 full-time and seasonal gardeners.

• The Tulip Festival features more than 300,000 tulips in 100 different 
varieties.

• In 2020, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Thanksgiving Point, the 
Gardens featured the very first ‘Tulipa Thanksgiving Point,’ a strain made 
specifically for Thanksgiving Point.

• Each winter, the Gardens are transformed into Luminaria: Experience the 
Light, a winter light wonderland featuring an interactive walk filled with the 
scents, music, and scenes of the holidays.

• Luminaria was a finalist on the Heavy Hitters edition of the ABC reality 
show, “Great Christmas Light Fight.”
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Photos (from left to right):
Waterfall Amphitheatre, Light of the World Garden, Tulipa Thanksgiving Point

Above: Secret Garden

Themed Spaces
• Grand Allee

• Learning Garden

• Shepherd’s Hill

• Creek Garden

• Monet Lake

• Rose Garden

• Koi View Pier

• Vista Mound

• Women’s Walk Sculpture

• Fragrance Garden

• Secret Garden

• Light of the World Garden

• Italian Garden

• Partierre Garden

• Waterfall Amphitheatre

• Mountain Garden

• Waterwise Garden

Annual Events
• Tulip Festival

• Fairy Tale Festival

• Symphony at the Waterfall

• Outdoor Movie Series

• Luminaria: Experience the Light
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COUNTRY
FARM

Right:
Baby Animal Birthday Party

Milk a cow, ride a pony, and meet dozens of other farm animals at Farm Country, 
a real working farm in the heart of Utah’s metropolitan area.

• Open to the public in 1996, Farm Country combines local history with found-
er Alan Ashton’s interest in self-reliance and farming.

• Farm Country is located on the site of the historic Fox Family Farm.

• Farm Country helps guests learn first-hand about the science of farming and 
food production.

• Farm Country demonstrates the journey of our food from the farm to the din-
ner table in a fun and hands-on way.

• Children and families get to live the farm life, many for the first time, 
with experiences like cow milking, riding a pony, and meeting a plethora 
of farm animals.

• A summer-long Junior Master Gardener Club maintains a pizza garden, 
growing tomatoes, basil, peppers, and onions.

• Farm Country partners with the Utah State Department of Agriculture 
& Food and Utah State University’s 4-H Extension Program to deliver 
high-quality learning experiences to all ages.

• Thanksgiving Point is currently fundraising to expand Farm Country, empha-
sizing natural science education for youth and families across Utah.

Annual Events
• Lamb & Wool Festival

• Baby Animal Birthday Party

• Las Posadas

• Farm Country Christmas
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ANCIENT LIFE
MUSEUM OF

Discover life over 65 million years ago in the Museum of Ancient Life, housing 
one of the largest collections of mounted dinosaurs in the world.

• Open to the public in 2000, there are 60 complete skeletal displays with-
in the Museum of Ancient Life, making it one of the world’s largest dinosaur 
exhibits.

• The Museum of Ancient Life is different from most natural history muse-
ums due to its hands-on approach to the exhibits.

• Guests are invited to touch actual fossils and feel real dinosaur bones and  
eggs, as well as play and interact with other displays. 

• Exhibit halls are designed to immerse guests in the subject matter, using 
expansive murals, soundtracks, plants, and gurgling streams.

• There are 50 hands-on displays within the exhibit halls.

• The main lobby features “Ruth the Gorgosauras,” an amazing specimen 
discovered and donated by citizen scientists.

• A working paleontology lab is located within the museum and can be 
observed by guests as they tour the exhibit halls.

• The Museum of Ancient Life is home to the Mammoth Screen 3D 
Theatre, featuring National Geographic films on a six-story, large-
format movie screen.

Photos (from left to right):
Guests examine a [NAME] fossil, Cretaceous-era sea turtle Archelon, Utahraptor 



19

NATURAL CURIOSITY
MUSEUM OF

With more than 400 interactive, fun, and family-friendly exhibits, adventure 
awaits in the Museum of Natural Curiosity. 

• Open to the public in 2014, the Museum of Natural Curiosity is a 45,000 
square foot building with 40,000 square feet of exhibit space.

• The museum is Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certified in the Barbara Barrington Jones Family Foundation Building.

• With more than 400 interactive exhibits, the Museum of Natural 
Curiosity is focused on active learning through hands-on experiences.

• The museum offers four indoor galleries and one outdoor gallery:

 o Rainforest, filled with ancient ruins and chambers, a Trading Post, a 
40-feet high ropes course, and a temple climb inspires curiosity and 
engagement. Guests can crawl inside the 45-foot-tall monkey head 
and find their way to a Piper Cub suspended in the rainforest canopy. 

 o Water Works encourages experimentation with water, simple 
machines, wind power, solar power, and tectonic forces. Guests learn 
about natural science and Utah’s unique climate.

 o Kidopolis, a kid-sized town, features a theatre, puppet stage, music 
show, stop motion animation, and other creative experiences for 
guests to explore based on their interests. 

 o The Discovery Garden includes the Archimedes Playground, where 
guests can learn and play with an inclined plane zipline and the six 
classical machines of engineering. A Nature Explore Playground, 
the Discovery Garden is the first certified 
Arbor Day Nature Explore space in Utah 
and also includes hidden water features 
and a hedgerow maze.

 o The Traveling Exhibit Gallery is specially 
designed with a floating floor, allowing for 
power and data to be delivered directly to 
exhibits. Exhibits change every six months 
or less throughout the year and are brought 
to Thanksgiving Point thanks to a partner-
ship with Adobe.

Right:
Building in the Tinker Shop at the Museum of Natural Curiosity
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BIOSPHERE
BUTTERFLY

Get up close and personal with thousands of butterflies and dozens of 
insects from around the world in this insectarium and conservatory.

• First opened to the public in January 2019 as Thanksgiving Point’s fifth 
venue, and the first of its kind in Utah as a USDA-certified building.

• Located in the Barbara Barrington Jones Family Foundation Build-
ing Honoring Hilda Ruth Harrell.

• The Beverly Taylor Sorenson Conservatory is the largest butterfly 
conservatory in America. This year-round nature experience fea-
tures a real rainforest environment and 10,000 square feet housing 
thousands of butterflies from around the world.

• Inside the Conservatory, guests can interact with the butterflies, 
learn about their lifecycles, and even release a newly hatched butter-
fly inside the conservatory.

• The Discovery Zone is home to dozens of species of live anthropods 
from around the world. These displays regularly change, allowing 
guests to meet new species with each visit.

• The Discovery Zone includes daily “Critter Encounter” shows where 
guests can interact and hold live insects, and the Bee Classroom, fea-
turing a live Eastern Honeybee hive.

• The Costa Rica Climber is a 7,000 square foot children’s activity 
play area with interactive and informative play stations.

• New in 2020, the Leafcutter Ant Exhibit features a 65,000-ant colony 
of Leafcutter Ants from Trinidad. This species is often considered 
one of the most advanced in the world, second only to humans. 

Photos (from left to right):
Overlooking the Beverly Taylor Sorenson Butterfly Conservatory, guests getting an up-close look during a Bug Show, a glasswing butterfly. 
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RESOURCES
Photos available for press use.

https://thanksgivingpoint.box.com/s/06x6zcajvt4eyri9pvk6ybsjpgdivjxi
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CONTACT
Abby Allard
Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482
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