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BACKGROUNDER
COMPANY

Quilts, Scarecrows, Ofrednas, and More
The days are shorter, the weather is cooler, and Thanksgiving Point is celebrat-
ing the harvest season with guest-favorite traditions! The main event this fall at 
Thanksgiving Point is Garden of Quilts, a fabric arts festival like no other in the 
state. Hundreds of quilts are displayed in the Ashton Gardens, all submitted 
by artists from around the world. Classes, programs, trunk shows, and more 
make this event a quilters paradise. Thanksgiving Point expects thousands of 
visitors during this week-long festival, and nearly 30% of these visitors are out-
of-staters, making it Thanksgiving Point’s most tourist-friendly event.

Mission
Our mission is to bring the joy of learning and wonders of the natural world to life. 

Fall Events
• Labor Day Luau

Take a break at the Labor Day Luau, where authentic performances and 
a delicious feast transport you back to the ancient kings and queens of 
Hawaii and the Polynesian islands. 

• Timpanogos Storytelling Festival
The 33rd annual Timpanogos Storytelling Festival returns to the Ashton 
Gardens, with nearly 75 storytellers entertaining guests in-person and online.

• Garden of Quilts
Over 500 quilts, nearly 100 classes, and thousands of quilters will 
celebrate fabric arts together at Thanksgiving Point’s fourth annual Garden 
of Quilts.

• Scarecrow Festival
Experience autumn at the Ashton Gardens during the Scarecrow 
Festival, where dozens of locally-submitted scarecrows litter the 
50-acre Ashton Gardens.

• Día de Muertos
The Mexican and Latin American tradition is back at Thanksgiving Point – 
where one of the largest and most authentic Day of the Dead celebrations 
in Utah brings hundreds of souls (living and dead) together for a day of 
love and gratitude.

• Witches Breakfast
Celebrate Halloween with the whole family with a spooktacular breakfast 
and entertainment from a gaggle of witches.
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Awards & Achievements (2019-2022)

2022
• Best of State: Entertainment Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
• Best of State: Fine Dining – American Traditional (Harvest Restaurant)

2021
• Silicon Slopes Hall of Fame Finalist: Spaces and Places
• Silicon Slopes Hall of Fame Finalist: Services
• Best of State: Entertainment Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
• Best of State: Fine Dining – American Traditional (Harvest Restaurant)

2020
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity) 

2019
• Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
• Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
• Best of State: Fine Dining – New American (Harvest Restaurant)
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2021 Fall Media Coverage
• ABC 4: Kings, queens, fair maidens and even knights jousting – Utah takes a 

step back to the Renaissance era

• Conan Daily: JessiKate Riley biography: 13 things about Miss Utah USA 2021

• ABC 4: IN FOCUS Discussion: Pacific Islander Heritage Month

• Fox 13: Family Fun with Fox 13 (August 11-15)

• KSL: Nonprofit Celebrates Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Remembers 
Utahns Lost During Pandemic

• Lehi Free Press: Utah Foods Cook Off: Dutch ovens, Jell-o and more

• ABC 4: Activities for the whole family this fall

• iHeart Radio: Utah Pumpkin Grower Squashes Previous Record With Giant 
Pumpkin

• ABC 4: Common plant mistakes

• Daily Herald: Utah Valley Calendar: Things to do – Sept. 25

• KJZZ: Utah’s giant pumpkin record squashed by Brigham City grower

• KUTV2: Utah corn maze makes top 10 in the country

• Lehi Free Press: Outdoor quilt show charms record-setting crowd

• Lehi Free Press: Storytellers and audience reunite at annual festival

• ABC 4: Don’t miss this storytelling festival

• Fox 13: Family Fun with Fox 13 for Labor Day Weekend

• ABC 4: Utah School for the Deaf and Blind host annual White Cane Day at 
Thanksgiving Point

• KJZZ: Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind celebrates White Cane Day

• Lehi Free Press: LOCAL NEWS Halloween and Fall Time Activities guide

• ABC 4:Come get lost in the fall fun as we celebrate the 26th season

Photo (above):
Garden of Quilts
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THANKSGIVING POINT
ABOUT

Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit garden, museum, and farm 
complex founded as a gathering place and gift to the community.

• Thanksgiving Point’s mission is to bring to life the joy of learning and 
wonders of the natural world through world-class experiences that 
engage, delight, and inspire. 

• Serves over 2 million guests annually at its venues and through a mix of 
programs, including signature experiences, educational offerings, catered 
events, dining, and entertainment.

 • Founded by Alan and Karen Ashton in 1995 and named “Thanksgiving 
Point” to express their gratitude to the community. 

 • Located in Lehi, Utah, in the heart of Silicon Slopes, equidistant between 
Provo and Salt Lake City.

• Home to five major cultural venues:
 o Ashton Gardens: Featuring 50-acres of stately gardens, grand lawns, 

and the largest manmade waterfall in America, the Ashton Gardens 
connects all who visit with the wonders of nature

 o Mountain America Museum of Ancient Life: Discover life from over 
65 million years ago in the Mountain America Museum of Ancient 
Life, housing one of the largest collections of mounted dinosaurs in 
the world

 o Butterfly Biosphere: Learn from and interact with thousands of live 
butterflies and insects from around the world in this insectarium and 
conservatory

 o Farm Country: Milk a cow, ride a pony, and meet dozens of other farm 
animals at Farm Country, a real working farm in the heart of Utah’s 
metropolitan area

 o Museum of Natural Curiosity: Over 400 interactive, family-friendly, 
and fun exhibits engage audiences of all ages in explorative play

• Hosts hundreds of entertainment and educational offerings each year, 
covering a variety of disciplines

 • Every Kid Counts initiative brings hands-on science learning to econom-
ically disadvantaged kids through outreach programs, satellite locations, 
and the Museums for All program. Museums for All provides kids with 
families on SNAP or WIC benefits with free admission to all venues. 

3003 N Thanksgiving Way, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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Recent Accolades
• 2022 Best of State:

 o Best of State: Entertainment Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
 o Best of State: Event/Performance Venue (Thanksgiving Point)
 o Best of State: Fairs, Festivals, and Events (Tulip Festival)
 o Best of State: Museums (Museum of Natural Curiosity)
 o Best of State: Fine Dining – American Traditional (Harvest Restaurant)

• 2021 Silicon Slopes Hall of Fame Finalist: Spaces and Places
• 2021 Silicon Slopes Hall of Fame Finalist: Services 
• 2021 Best of State:

 o Entertainment Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Fairs, Festivals & Events: Tulip Festival
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity
 o American Traditional Fine Dining: Harvest Restaurant

• 2020 Best of State: 
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Fairs, Festivals & Events: Tulip Festival
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity

• 2019 Best of State:
 o Event/Performance Venue: Thanksgiving Point
 o Museums: Museum of Natural Curiosity
 o New American Fine Dining: Harvest Restaurant

• 2013-2021 Trip Advisor: Certificate of Excellence
• 2015 Guinness Book of World Records: “Largest balloon sculpture by an 

individual” in celebration of the 20th anniversary

Venues

Photos (from left to right):
Dining at Harvest Restaurant, Kidopolis at Museum of Natural Curiosity, Show Barn

• Ashton Gardens
• Mountain America 

Museum of Ancient Life
• Butterfly Biosphere
• Farm Country
• Museum of Natural Curiosity

• Waterfall Amphitheatre
• Show Barn
• Electric Park
• Tower Deli
• Harvest Restaurant
• Trellis Café
• Water Tower Plaza
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Offerings
• Early Childhood Education

• Youth Learning Programs

• School Programs

• Family Learning Programs

• Adult Learning Programs

• Outreach Programs
 o Curiosity in the Classroom
 o ECO Challenge
 o Tulips Journey North

Signature Experiences
• Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service

• Valentine Dinner Dance

• Tulip Festival

• Easter Eggstreme

• Baby Animal Birthday Party

• Dinosaur Island

• Fairy Tale Festival

• Utah Symphony at the Waterfall

• Outdoor Movie Series

• Dog Walk Wednesdays

• Garden of Quilts

• Scarecrow Festival

• DÍa de Muertos

• Luminaria

• Breakfast with Santa

Photos (from top):
Labor Day Luau, Día de los Muertos

Photos (above):
Witches Breakfast

Above: Baby & Me Halloween Party at Butterfly Biosphere
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GARDENS
ASHTON

Featuring 50-acres of stately gardens, grand lawns, and the largest manmade 
waterfall in America, the Ashton Gardens connects all who visit with the won-
ders of the natural world.

• The Gardens had a groundbreaking in 1995 and limited opening in 2000.

• Thanksgiving Point founders Alan and Karen Ashton created the Gardens as 
a refuge from everyday life – a unique destination that would showcase the 
beauty and majesty of nature and as a literal expression of their gratitude.

• The Garden season begins the last Saturday in March and ends the last 
Saturday in October.

• The Ashton Gardens includes 50 acres of manicured, stately gardens.

• The Gardens are organized like rooms, with trees, shrubs, and grasses 
serving as living barriers between the 17 themed spaces.

• The Gardens are maintained by nearly 50 full-time and seasonal gardeners.

• The Tulip Festival features more than 300,000 tulips in 100 different 
varieties.

• In 2020, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Thanksgiving Point, the 
Gardens featured the very first ‘Tulipa Thanksgiving Point,’ a strain made 
specifically for Thanksgiving Point.

• Each winter, the Gardens are transformed into Luminaria: Experience the 
Light, a winter light wonderland featuring an interactive walk filled with the 
scents, music, and scenes of the holidays.

• Luminaria was a finalist on the Heavy Hitters edition of the ABC reality 
show, “Great Christmas Light Fight.”

3900 Garden Drive, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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Photos (from left to right):
Creek Garden, Italian Garden, Scarecrow Festival

Themed Spaces
• Grand Allee

• Learning Garden

• Shepherd’s Hill

• Creek Garden

• Monet Lake

• Rose Garden

• Koi View Pier

• Vista Mound

• Women’s Walk Sculpture

• Fragrance Garden

• Secret Garden

• Light of the World Garden

• Italian Garden

• Partierre Garden

• Waterfall Amphitheatre

• Mountain Garden

• Waterwise Garden

Annual Events
• Tulip Festival

• Fairy Tale Festival

• Symphony at the Waterfall

• Garden of Quilts

• Luminaria: Experience the Light

Tulip Festival awarded Best Fairs, Festivals, and Events
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COUNTRY
FARM

Photos (from left to right):
Feeding baby goats at Farm Country, Baby Animal Birthday, fresh fall vegetables harvested by a Junior Master Gardener

Milk a cow, ride a pony, and meet dozens of other farm animals at Farm Country, 
a real working farm in the heart of Utah’s metropolitan area.

• Open to the public in 1996, Farm Country combines local history with found-
er Alan Ashton’s interest in self-reliance and farming.

• Farm Country is located on the site of the historic Fox Family Farm.

• Farm Country helps guests learn first-hand about the science of farming and 
food production.

• Farm Country demonstrates the journey of our food from the farm to the din-
ner table in a fun and hands-on way.

• Children and families get to live the farm life, many for the first time, 
with experiences like cow milking, riding a pony, and meeting a plethora 
of farm animals.

• A summer-long Junior Master Gardener Club maintains a pizza garden, 
growing tomatoes, basil, peppers, and onions.

• Farm Country partners with the Utah State Department of Agriculture 
& Food and Utah State University’s 4-H Extension Program to deliver 
high-quality learning experiences to all ages.

• Thanksgiving Point is currently fundraising to expand Farm Country, empha-
sizing natural science education for youth and families across Utah.

Annual Events
• Lamb & Wool Festival

• Baby Animal Birthday Party

2502 W Sycamore Lane, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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MUSEUM OF ANCIENT LIFE
MOUNTAIN AMERICA

Discover life over 65 million years ago in the Mountain America Museum of 
Ancient Life, housing one of the largest collections of mounted dinosaurs in 
the world.

• Open to the public in 2000, there are 60 complete skeletal displays within 
the Mountain America Museum of Ancient Life, making it one of the world’s 
largest dinosaur exhibits.

• The Mountain America Museum of Ancient Life is different from most 
natural history museums due to its hands-on approach to the exhibits.

• Guests are invited to touch actual fossils and feel real dinosaur bones and  
eggs, as well as play and interact with other displays. 

• Exhibit halls are designed to immerse guests in the subject matter, using 
expansive murals, soundtracks, plants, and gurgling streams.

• There are 50 hands-on displays within the exhibit halls.

• The main lobby features “Ruth the Gorgosauras,” an amazing specimen 
discovered and donated by citizen scientists.

• A working paleontology lab is located within the museum and can be 
observed by guests as they tour the exhibit halls.

• The Mountain America Museum of Ancient Life is home to the 
Mammoth Screen 3D Theatre, featuring National Geographic films on 
a six-story, large-format movie screen.

Photos (from left to right):
Guests examine a fossilized Cycad, Cretaceous-era sea turtle Archelon, sculpture of a Megalodon shark. 

2929 N Thanksgiving Way, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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NATURAL CURIOSITY
MUSEUM OF

With more than 400 interactive, fun, and family-friendly exhibits, adventure 
awaits in the Museum of Natural Curiosity. 

• Open to the public in 2014, the Museum of Natural Curiosity is a 45,000 
square foot building with 40,000 square feet of exhibit space.

• The museum is Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certified in the Barbara Barrington Jones Family Foundation Building.

• With more than 400 interactive exhibits, the Museum of Natural 
Curiosity is focused on active learning through hands-on experiences.

• The museum offers four indoor galleries and one outdoor gallery:

 o Rainforest, filled with ancient ruins and chambers, a Trading Post, a 
40-feet high ropes course, and a temple climb inspires curiosity and 
engagement. Guests can crawl inside the 45-foot-tall monkey head 
and find their way to a Piper Cub suspended in the rainforest canopy. 

 o Water Works encourages experimentation with water, simple 
machines, wind power, solar power, and tectonic forces. Guests learn 
about natural science and Utah’s unique climate.

 o Kidopolis, a kid-sized town, features a theatre, puppet stage, music 
show, stop motion animation, and other creative experiences for 
guests to explore based on their interests. 

 o The Discovery Garden includes the Archimedes Playground, where 
guests can learn and play with an inclined plane zipline and the six 
classical machines of engineering. A Nature Explore Playground, the 
Discovery Garden is the first certified Arbor Day Nature Explore space 
in Utah and also includes hidden water 
features and a hedgerow maze.

 o The Traveling Exhibit Gallery is specially 
designed with a floating floor, allowing for 
power and data to be delivered directly to 
exhibits. Exhibits change every six months 
or less throughout the year and are brought 
to Thanksgiving Point thanks to a partner-
ship with Adobe.

Right:
The Ropes Course at the Museum of Natural Curiosity

3605 Garden Drive, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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BIOSPHERE
BUTTERFLY

Get up close and personal with thousands of butterflies and dozens of 
insects from around the world in this insectarium and conservatory.

• First opened to the public in January 2019 as Thanksgiving Point’s fifth 
venue, and the first of its kind in Utah as a USDA-certified building.

• Located in the Barbara Barrington Jones Family Foundation Build-
ing Honoring Hilda Ruth Harrell.

• The Beverly Taylor Sorenson Conservatory is the largest butterfly 
conservatory in America. This year-round nature experience fea-
tures a real rainforest environment and 10,000 square feet housing 
thousands of butterflies from around the world.

• Inside the Conservatory, guests can interact with the butterflies, 
learn about their lifecycles, and even release a newly hatched butter-
fly inside the conservatory.

• The Discovery Zone is home to dozens of species of live anthropods 
from around the world. These displays regularly change, allowing 
guests to meet new species with each visit.

• The Discovery Zone includes daily “Critter Encounter” shows where 
guests can interact and hold live insects, and the Bee Classroom, fea-
turing a live Eastern Honeybee hive.

• The Costa Rica Climber is a 7,000 square foot children’s activity 
play area with interactive and informative play stations.

• New in 2020, the Leafcutter Ant Exhibit features a 65,000-ant colony 
of Leafcutter Ants from Trinidad. This species is often considered 
one of the most advanced in the world, second only to humans. 

Photos (from left to right):
Overlooking the Beverly Taylor Sorenson Butterfly Conservatory, Chief Entomologist Marissa Harrison shows off a Giant Stick Insect 
(Eurycantha calcarata), a Halloween butterfly (Dryadula phaetusa). 

3003 N Thanksgiving Way, Lehi, UT 84043 | 801.768.2300
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Thanksgiving Point Partners with
Mountain America Credit Union

Mountain America to be the naming rights partner for the Museum of Ancient Life
and host special member nights every Tuesday in September and October

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 2, 2022 

LEHI, Utah – Thanksgiving Point is excited to announce a multi-year naming rights partner-
ship with Mountain America Credit Union. The dinosaur museum, housing one of the largest 
collections of mounted dinosaurs in the world, will be named the Mountain America Museum 
of Ancient Life.

As part of the naming rights agreement, Mountain America members will get to participate in 
Mountain America Tuesdays at Thanksgiving Point in September and October. By presenting and 
using their Mountain America card, guests will receive $5 off youth and adult admission to all five 
museums on Thanksgiving Point’s property. Additionally, Mountain America will host community 
financial education events each year, providing the local community with greater access to financial 
education resources.

“Mountain America is honored to partner with Thanksgiving Point to promote curiosity and edu-
cation,” says Sterling Nielsen, president and chief executive officer at Mountain America Credit 
Union. “It’s important to Mountain America that community members have access to programs and 
activities that foster development and a love of learning. In addition, this partnership allows us to 
provide our community with financial education offerings at this world-class property.” 

The partnership will also support other initiatives at Thanksgiving Point, including:

• Every Kid Counts: Mountain America will help promote and support Thanksgiving Point’s 
Every Kid Counts initiative. Every Kid Counts helps bring hands-on science learning to life 
for economically disadvantaged kids throughout the state of Utah and allows children using 
WIC and SNAP benefits to visit Thanksgiving Point for free.

• Luminaria: Mountain America will be the presenting sponsor for Luminaria, the winter 
light extravaganza hosted in the Ashton Garden during the holiday season.

• I-15 Marquee: Mountain America will be the presenting sponsor of the marquee freeway 
sign at Thanksgiving Point and will receive advertising and display rights throughout the 
duration of the agreement.

“Thanksgiving Point and Mountain America share a commitment to innovation and excellence,” 
says McKay Christensen, chief executive officer at Thanksgiving Point. “These shared values will 
give thousands of kids opportunities to get curious at our satellite locations, in schools, and at 
Thanksgiving Point. We are grateful to magnify our mission to bring the joy of learning and wonders 
of the natural world to life.”

This partnership will greatly assist in Thanksgiving Point’s world-class experiences that engage, 
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delight, and inspire. It will also support Mountain America’s commitment to nonprofit organizations 
that better the quality of life for their members and employees. 

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

About Mountain America Credit Union
With more than 1 million members and $14 billion in assets, Mountain America Credit Union 
assists members on the right path to help them identify and achieve their financial dreams. Mountain 
America provides consumers and businesses with a variety of convenient, flexible products and ser-
vices, as well as sound, timely advice. Members enjoy access to secure, cutting-edge mobile bank-
ing technology, over 100 branches across six states, and more than 50,000 surcharge-free ATMs. 
Mountain America – guiding you forward. Learn more at macu.com.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482
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Fabric Arts Highlighted During Garden of Quilts
Thanksgiving Point celebrates the fourth annual Garden of Quilts festival

at Ashton Gardens

LEHI, Utah – Hundreds of intricate quilting designs and patterns will once again be on display 
during Thanksgiving Point’s annual Garden of Quilts Festival, presented by Riley Blake Designs. 
Quilts created by artists from around the world will be showcased in the 50-acre Ashton Gardens 
on September 16 and 17, 2022. Special classes, trunk shows, and demonstrations led by an inter-
national roster of teachers and vendors will also bring fabric arts to life from September 14 to 
September 17. 

Thanksgiving Point’s campus will host classes, programs, and demonstrations across the property 
from September 14 to 17. Bigger than ever before, nearly 100 classes are available for quilting 
beginners and experts to learn new techniques. 

On September 16 and 17, over 500 quilts will be displayed throughout the beautiful and award-win-
ning Ashton Gardens. The Ashton Gardens transforms into a gallery space, with picturesque tex-
ture, color, pattern, and more bringing fabric arts to life. Quilts are submitted by artists from around 
the world – this year, Thanksgiving Point even received a submission from Dubai.

“We are so looking forward to gathering with you all this year. Who doesn’t need a tranquil escape 
and a ‘deep breath’ right now!” says Riley Blake Designs Owner and Creative Director Cindy 
Cloward. “As always, we are grateful for a wonderful partner in Thanksgiving Point who creates 
magical events. Garden of Quilts is truly a labor of love for us, so mark your calendars now. We 
can’t wait to see you in the Gardens!”

Other events and programs during Garden of Quilts include: 

• Keynote Address – Triple Play Trunk Show: This year, the keynote address will be deliv-
ered by international quilting artist Jenny Doan, owner of Missouri Star Quilt Company, on 
September 15 at 6:30 pm.

• Ice Breaker Dinner: Guests can join top designers Amanda Niederhauser, Bev McCullough, 
and Christopher Thompson for a delicious buffet dinner and high-energy trivia games on 
Wednesday, September 14 at 6:30 pm. 

• Meet the Maker: Mingle and shop at display tables of favorite designers from across the coun-
try on Friday, September 16 at 6:30 pm.

• Quilt Block Challenge – What Do You Meme: Along with the display of quilts, Thanksgiving 
Point will display submitted quilt blocks, all themed based on popular internet memes.

• Afternoon Tea Party: This crowd-favorite offers the chance for guests to interact with other 
passionate quilters, plus snack on delicious delights in the beautiful Loggia Garden at the 
Water Tower Campus on September 16 and 17.

• Vendors: Throughout Garden of Quilts weekend, vendors selling fabric, sewing materials, 
and more will be available to attendees so they can start their quilting journeys themselves. 

Garden of Quilts is one of the most popular events at Thanksgiving Point. With one of the highest 
tourism rates of all events hosted by Thanksgiving Point, over 30 percent of visitors are not local to 
Salt Lake City. In comparison to other Thanksgiving Point events, Garden of Quilts has the high-
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est Net Promoter Score (NPS), sitting at a whopping 81.9. According to Qualtrics, having an NPS 
score of over 80 constitutes world-class status.

Guests are encouraged to purchase their tickets online and in advance. A two-day Weekend Pass 
to the festival is $60 per person and includes access to the exhibitions, vendor marketplace, trunk 
shows, lectures, and demonstrations on both Friday and Saturday. Thanksgiving Point members 
can purchase the Weekend Pass for $25 per person. Guests can also purchase single-day admis-
sion for $35 per person or $15 per person for members. Classes and additional programs vary in 
price. Please visit thanksgivingpoint.org/garden-of-quilts to see a full list of programs, classes, 
and prices.

The Garden of Quilts exhibition will be open on September 16 and 17 from 9 am to 8 pm in the 
Ashton Gardens. The Ashton Gardens are located at 3900 N. Garden Drive in Lehi, Utah. Garden 
of Quilts is made possible through a partnership with Riley Blake Designs. Thanksgiving Point 
also thanks Ashton Family Foundation and Missouri Star Company for their support. Thanksgiving 
Point achieves its mission with help from generous corporations, foundations, individuals, and 
government agencies.

### 

About Thanksgiving Point 
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org. 

Media Contact 
Abby Allard, Communications Manager 
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org 
801.768.7482
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Scarecrow Festival Now Calling for Local Submissions 
Annual Scarecrow Festival at Thanksgiving Point will be October 10-15

LEHI, Utah – The Scarecrow Festival is back at Thanksgiving Point from October 10 to 15, and scarecrow 
submissions are now open to the public! This fall tradition combines the beautiful autumnal glow of the Ashton 
Gardens with a community art project – the creation of scarecrows – during the six-day festival.

The Scarecrow Festival has been an annual fall celebration in the Ashton Gardens for eight years. Dozens of scare-
crows submitted by the public produce a gorgeous blend of color, creativity, and fun for all ages. Scarecrows can be 
submitted by anyone: families, community groups, businesses, schools, and individuals. Submissions are free and 
participants will receive four complimentary Scarecrow Festival Admission Passes. 

Submitted scarecrows will be judged by a team at Thanksgiving Point on five qualifications: effort, materials 
used, design/appearance, creativity/originality, and concept. Guests will also be able to vote for their favorite 
scarecrow as they visit the Gardens. At the end of the festival, awards will be presented for Judge’s Choice (priz-
es given to first, second, and third place winners) and People’s Choice (prizes given to first, second, and third 
place winners). Additionally, a Grand Prize will be drawn at random.

The Scarecrow Festival also features other fun activities:

• Scarecrow 5k: Enjoy a perfect fall race with the whole family while enjoying creative scarecrows made 
by members of the community on Saturday, October 15 at 8 am.

• Fall Family Fun: Leaf pits to jump in, photo ops, yard games, and bounce houses will be available from 
October 13 – 15.

• Scarecrow Festival Market: Local food and retail exhibitors will be in the Waterfall Amphitheatre from 
October 13 – 15.

Artists must apply for submission by October 6 at 6 pm. The scarecrow does not need to be finished to submit an 
entry – a brief synopsis, the name of the scarecrow, and other basic information are required upon submission. 
Scarecrows must be dropped off at the Ashton Gardens Visitor Center on October 8 from 10 am to 6 pm.

Guests are encouraged to purchase their tickets online and in advance. The Scarecrow Festival is included with 
Ashton Gardens admission: $24 for adults, $21 for seniors (age 65+), $19 for youth (ages 13-24), and $17 for chil-
dren (ages 3-12). Children ages 2 and under are free. Thanksgiving Point members also receive free admission.

The Scarecrow Festival will be open from October 10 to October 15 from 9 am to 6 pm in the Ashton Gardens. 
The Ashton Gardens are located at 3900 N. Garden Drive in Lehi, Utah. For more information on the Festival 
and instruction on submitting a scarecrow proposal, please visit thanksgivingpoint.org/scarecrow-festival. 

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning and wonders 
of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and inspire. Created in 1995 
by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community engagement and welcomes more than 
two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North 
Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482
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A Glimpse Into Mexican Culture: Día de Muertos
Thanksgiving Point hosts annual Day of the Dead celebration

LEHI, Utah – Día de Muertos, the Mexican and Latin American family celebration, is back at 
Thanksgiving Point on October 22! Authentic traditions, like alfombras de aserrín and ofrendas, 
allow guests of all ages and backgrounds the opportunity to learn, appreciate, and connect with 
this iconic holiday.  

Día de Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a traditional Mexican and Latin American holiday where 
families reunite with the souls of their deceased relatives. On the Day of the Dead, the border 
between the spirit world and the mortal world dissolves, so the souls of dead relatives can return 
to the world and celebrate with their loved ones. 

Thanksgiving Point was one of the first in the area to develop a large-scale Día de Muertos cele-
bration. To make this event as culturally appropriate as possible, the Day of the Dead Committee 
meets many months prior to the event. Five women who are influential in the Hispanic community 
serve on the Committee. Half of them have been on the Committee since 2013, the first Day of the 
Dead celebration at Thanksgiving Point.

“This is an important celebration for many in Mexican and Latin American cultures,” says Day 
of the Dead Committee Director Nassari Alvarez Everett. “Día de Muertos is all about showing 
appreciation and devotion to your family and is the perfect way to reconnect with your loved ones. 
Our hope is that all who come to celebrate with us will leave feeling inspired to reconnect with 
their ancestral roots and families.”

Traditional elements of Día de Muertos included in the celebration at Thanksgiving Point include:

• Alfombras de aserrín: Alfombras de aserrín are floor tapestries made of wet sawdust and 
pine. Decorated with elaborate designs, they are significant to Guatemalan Día de Muertos 
traditions. They have been incorporated into Day of the Dead celebrations across Central 
America for more than 200 years.

• Ofrendas: Ofrendas are offerings built for the souls of the dead to help welcome them back 
to your home. Guests can create their own ofrendas to bring home in celebration or contrib-
ute to the community ofrenda. This year, guests may also submit a photo of a loved one to 
premier in the Digital Remembrance Ofrenda.

• Live performances from various prominent dance companies: Under the artistic direc-
tion of Dulce Benjamin, Thanksgiving Point’s celebration will include a lively line-up 
of songs and dance typical for Día de Muertos as well as favorites from various Latin 
American countries.

• Cempasúchil/Flor de Muertos: Fresh cempasúchil, or marigolds, are thought to attract 
the souls of loved ones to the ofrendas prepared for them. The fresh marigolds are locally 
sourced and grown in the Ashton Gardens.

• Catrina and Catrin Dress: Guests are encouraged to dress as catrinas or catrins, a symbol 
in Latin American culture to enjoy life and embrace mortality. Hispanic face-painting artists 
will be in the venue for kids and adults to get the iconic skull design on their faces.
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• Local Hispanic artisans: Ceramics, jewelry, traditional Mayan clothes, Latin American art, 
and more will be available for viewing and purchasing at the event.

Guests are encouraged to purchase their tickets online and in advance. Admission to Día de Muertos 
is $10 for adults and $3 for children 3-12. Children ages two and under are free. Thanksgiving 
Point members receive a 10 percent discount on admission. 

Día de Muertos is celebrated on October 22, 2022 from 10 am to 8 pm in the Show Barn at 
Thanksgiving Point. The Show Barn is located at 2476 Sycamore Ln in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information on Día de Muertos, please visit thanksgivingpoint.org/events/dia-de-muertos.

###

About Thanksgiving Point
Thanksgiving Point is a community-owned nonprofit with the mission to bring the joy of learning 
and wonders of the natural world to life through world-class experiences that engage, delight, and 
inspire. Created in 1995 by Alan and Karen Ashton, Thanksgiving Point is a center of community 
engagement and welcomes more than two million annual visitors to visit, dine, play, and explore 
together. Thanksgiving Point is located at 3003 North Thanksgiving Way in Lehi, Utah. For more 
information, call 801.768.2300 or visit thanksgivingpoint.org.

Media Contact
Abby Allard, Communications Manager
aallard@thanksgivingpoint.org
801.768.7482
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